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Gateway atop high-speed rail terminal: IGC draws
multinational firms, expanding West Kowloon’s

commercial hub

nternational Gateway Centre (IGC), the Group’s world-
I class mixed-use commercial project atop High Speed
Rail West Kowloon Terminus, is establishing itself as the
new commercial core of West Kowloon by welcoming
more multinational corporations — including international
financial, asset and wealth management institutions, as
well as insurance companies. Officially named
“(REREE” in Chinese, IGC converges businesses, capital
and talent while serving as a gateway linking Hong
Kong with the Chinese Mainland and the world.

Strong lineup of multinational
corporations

IGC comprises two pairs of interconnected towers that
offer about 2.5 million square feet of super Grade-A
office space and a podium mall that provides about
624,000 square feet of retail space. The landmark
project’s office portion has secured a strong lineup of
global enterprises, with tenants taking possession of
their leased spaces progressively.

Recently, the Group and AXA Hong Kong and Macau
(AXA) announced a major leasing agreement, with AXA
committing to lease approximately 97,500 square feet
across two and a half floors at IGC. The space will
house AXA’s new distribution office and premier one-
stop wealth management hub.

Other additions to the tenant lineup include Ping An
Bank, Rabobank, CCB (Asia), AIA and FWD, alongside
companies from the family office, securities and
specialist recruitment sectors. This came after the
Group handed over a 14-storey office block to leading
global wealth manager UBS early this year. Global
bank Banco Santander also moved in and commenced
operations.

These new tenants, together with various financial
institutions and renowned global investment banks at
International Commerce Centre (ICC), such as Morgan
Stanley, Deutsche Bank, and China International
Capital Corporation, will further diversify the Group’s
tenant profile in West Kowloon.

Together with Artist Square Towers (AST) under
development, IGC is joining ICC, two luxury hotels,
and a shopping mall to form a commercial cluster of
more than eight million square feet in West Kowloon.
The additions of IGC and AST should enhance the
cluster’s competitiveness and expand the leasing
options in the area.

Unparalleled air-plus-rail connectivity

IGC offers unrivalled “air-plus-rail” connectivity by
offering direct access to Hong Kong’s only high-speed
rail station and convenient access to four MTR lines,
including the Airport Express. Most major Greater Bay
Area cities lie within an hour in the transport network.

Sun Hung Kai Real Estate Agency Executive Director
KW Lo said, “As the world’s largest cross-border
wealth management hub, Hong Kong continues

to see robust demand for premium Grade-A office
space. Tenants at IGC enjoy direct access to over 110
destinations across the Mainland via high-speed rail as
well as swift connections to Hong Kong International
Airport, offering seamless links to the global market.
This exceptional connectivity makes IGC a premier
address for financial and wealth management
institutions.”
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He added, “As a landmark commercial development
shaping the future of Hong Kong’s business landscape,
IGC is set to enhance Hong Kong’s competitiveness
as a leading international financial hub and reinforce its
standing as the world’s largest cross-boundary wealth
management centre, supporting the city’s next phase
of economic growth.”

Chief Distribution Officer of AXA Greater China
Jonathan Li said, “Securing this 10-year lease at IGC
reflects our strong confidence in the city’s prospects.
Establishing such a premier presence here is pivotal to
expanding our distribution capabilities and accelerating

our sustained growth in the region.”
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Six years of meticulous planning for
building project atop operational station

Since the successful land bid in 2019, it took

the Group six years to complete the IGC project.
Construction was carefully planned and executed
atop an operational high-speed rail station and in
proximity to a residential neighbourhood, which set
a high bar for safety. Thanks to close coordination
between the professional construction team and
key stakeholders, the project advanced smoothly to
completion.

SHKP Special Projects Department Project Director
Timothy Mak shared the numerous challenges
overcome by the project team along the way. These
included navigating the complex site topography,
addressing structural load capacity above the
station, ensuring uninterrupted station operations,
and ensuring the architecture harmonizes with its
surroundings. The team constantly refined the design

SHKP and AXA Sign Major Lease Agreement at IGC
Accelerating AXA’s Agency Growth and Market Leadership
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Sun Hung Kal Properties

Sun Hung Kai Real Estate Agency Executive Director KW Lo (left) and Chief Distribution Officer of AXA Greater China Jonathan Li celebrate AXA’s tenancy at IGC
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based on community survey feedback and referenced
similar large-scale over-station developments in cities
like London and Tokyo. Ultimately, SHKP appointed
ZHA Architects, renowned for its fluid geometry, to
lead the architecture design.

When offices meet the neighbouring
communities

Balancing functionality and aesthetics, the towers’
streamlined fagades respect the ridgeline of Kowloon’s
mountains and adhere to height limits, maintaining

the views from across the Victoria Harbour. IGC

will be connected to the West Kowloon Cultural
District, the West Kowloon Waterfront Promenade

and the culturally vibrant Yau Ma Tei district via the
1.5-kilometer “Sky Walk”, which significantly enhances
walkability and district-wide connectivity.



The office portion of the development offers

flexible layouts with its “central core” design,
allowing adjacent floors in the twin towers to be
interconnected. Typical floor plates of about 20,000
to 30,000 square feet can be combined to provide
70,000 square feet of continuous space, allowing
tenants the flexibility of having bigger floor plates for
meeting their diverse needs.
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“Office 3.0” smart workplace

Adopting the “Office 3.0” concept, IGC’s office interiors
feature fewer columns, generous floor-to-floor height,
three-metre-wide floor-to-ceiling glass and double-
height garden terraces. The designs facilitate panoramic
views, natural lighting and lush outdoor space.

Integrating loT sensors and Al technologies, the
towers automatically detect and adjust indoor
ambient conditions. Furthermore, the mechanical and
electrical systems combine seawater cooling, heat
recovery and smart building management systems

to significantly increase energy efficiency and indoor

environmental quality.
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